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excellent writing, or cunningly, to distract attention from
it, treated it as insignificant ? Is there a single one
which has always chosen the books conscientiously
according to their importance and not on the strength of
personal influence or partisanship or even because of
bribes, received from the publishers ? Does not everyone
who is not a greenhorn, as soon as he finds a book highly
praised or severely censured, almost mechanically glance
back at the firm of publishers ? If, on the other hand
there were a literary review on the lines above indicated
then every bad writer, every witless compiler, every
plagiarist, every hollow, incapable philosophaster hungry
for a job, every vain poetaster, faced with the prospect
of the pillory in which his wretched composition would
now speedily and invariably have to be exposed, would
feel his itching scribbler's fingers paralysed, to the true
salvation of literature, in Which the bad is not only
.useless, but indeed positively pernicious, Now the vast
majority of books are bad and ought to have remained
unwritten; consequently praise ought to be as rare as
blame is now, under the influence of personal con-
sideration and the maxim " accedas socius, laudes lauAeris
ut absens" It is absolutely wrong to extend to literature
too that tolerance towards dull, brainless people necessarily
"shown them in society which is swarming with them
everywhere. For here they are shameless intruders, and
here it is a duty towards the good, to put down the bad:
for whoso accounts nothing bad accounts nothing goocl